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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Calendar 

 

April 8 

Early Dismissal Drill 

End of 3rd Quarter 

April 9-17 

Spring Recess              
No Classes 

April 21 

Science Performance 
Assessment            
Grade 8 

April 23 

Sports Informational 
Meeting 

Grade 6 & 7 Parents           
@ MS 7:30 PM 

April 27 

MS/HS PTA               

Reflections Awards     

@ HS 7 PM 

April 29 

8th Grade Art             

Reception                       

@MS 7 PM 

 

 

Fear not, my lord, we will not stand to prate;  
Talkers are no good doers: be assured 

We come to use our hands and not our tongues. 
Shakespeare's Richard III, 1594 

Dear Parents, 

In our country, we often lament the low academic achievement and the social problems 

that are reflected in our schools – bullying, failure of schools to teach ethics, social and 

personal responsibility, and the lack of preparedness of our young people to success-

fully meet the academic and social challenges of our world. In response to these issues, 

schools often apply a patchwork of solutions…what I call “the strategic plan de jure.”  

Instead, schools should be implementing research-based academic and social-skill build-

ing programs, and then have ongoing measurement to ensure that these programs are 

working as intended.  

With well meaning intent, schools too often introduce trendy programs to show their 

communities that they are trying to address academic and social problems. In isolated 

non-coordinated programs, guest speakers are brought in to motivate the kids about the 

dangers of drugs, alcohol, bullying, and hurtful behaviors. Trendy academic programs 

utilizing the latest educational buzz words are too often introduced into schools without 

scientific evidence that these programs actually work. Far too often programs are imple-

mented without consideration of their ongoing effectiveness.  Too many schools talk the 

talk of student achievement and social-emotional development without building in as-

sessment of the implemented programs’ effectiveness.  

In our school, we resist the temptation of getting caught up in the latest educational 

trends. We continue to keep our focus on proven academic and social-emotional strate-

gies; and we have ongoing measurement of our programs’ effectiveness. As examples, 

we track all of our students’ trend data on State Assessments, Regents’ Exams and Profi-

ciency Exams.  We also measure the attitudes of our students, parents and staff through 

the validated and reliable surveys, School as a Caring Community Profile (SCCP-II) and the 

PRIDE Survey.  In a few weeks we will be sending out information on the upcoming 

School as a Caring Community Profile parent-portion web-based survey. We strive to con-

tinue to improve our programs to better meet the needs of our students and families. 

We are never satisfied with just talking about school improvement…we focus on the 

doing of school improvement.  

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

Music and Fine Arts 

Curriculum Coordinator Nina Prasso  

 8th Grade Orchestra and High Chamber Orchestra to Make Music Together 

 On March 23rd, the 8th Grade Orchestra went to the high school to participate in a side-by-side rehearsal with 
Mrs. Gullotta's advanced High School Chamber Orchestra. To begin, the 8th Grade Orchestra had the opportunity to 
hear their own repertoire performed by the Chamber Orchestra. Afterwards they sat side-by-side with the advanced 
players in a rehearsal of their music. Finally, they enjoyed a performance of the Chamber Orchestra of highly advanced 
string repertoire. 

 8th Grade Art Reception 
 

 It is finally here! The Fine Arts Department would like to invite all students, parents/guardians, and friends to 
attend this year’s art reception on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. We will be unveiling the 8th grade 
self-portrait tile installation inspired by Fauvism. Refreshments will be available. Artwork from all grades will also be 
on display. We encourage all to attend this wonderful event! 

 

 

 New Technology Enhances Learning in Band 

 The students of room 136 are very excited about the delivery of a special SmartBoard set up for their classroom.  

The Band room is different from all other classrooms in that it has no flat blank walls and the ceiling has acoustic slants.  

This configuration makes it impossible to hang a traditional SmartBoard set up.   However, through the efforts of the 

band students and their families, and our coffee fund raising drive, we were able to purchase a unique free standing 

unit.  It will enable us to bring our Web-based SmartMusic Program out of the practice room and into our band rehears-

als on a daily basis. The students and teachers of room 136 would like to thank everyone who supported our fund raiser 

and made this technology possible. 

 

 



 Students Participate in Art Contest 

 On behalf of the Fine Arts Department at the Garden City Middle School, we would like to congratulate the 

following students for their participation in the Garden City Historical Society’s Fourth Annual 2009 Children’s Juried 

Art Contest, “Porches of Garden City.” 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

Music and Fine Arts 

Curriculum Coordinator Nina Prasso  

From Ms. Rousku’s art class: 
 

Grade 6  
James Michielini 

 
Grade 7  

Conor Donachie, Brian Nicholas, Tim McDonagh 
Nicholas Vernice, Andrew Petersen                  
Sarah Galzerano, Conor McCullough                

Brittany Burke,  Mark DeSantis, Cullen Minion 
Anthony Ferraro, Alex  Della Ratta &                          

Vincent Scheppa 

From Mr. Dennis Fediw’s art class: 
 

Grade 6  
Shannon Tierney 

 
Grade 7  

Kelly Tierney 
 

Grade 8                                                                                          

Mark Tepper 

8th Grade Band and Late Night Jazz to Perform at                                            

“Music in the Parks” 

 Mrs. Boonshaft and Ms. Iovino are excited to formally announce the 8th Grade Band and Late Night Jazz En-

semble’s participation in “Music in the Parks” Adjudication on Friday, May 8, 2009.  The day will include a perform-

ance at Lakewood High School, in Lakewood, New Jersey for a panel of judges.  After the festival performances, the 

students will be taken to Six Flags Great Adventure Theme Park for the afternoon.  The day will culminate with an 

awards ceremony at Six Flags for all participating ensembles. The program is run by the Educational Programs Net-

work that hosts over 220,000 music students each year at festivals held in the United States and Canada. 

Spring Concert III 

 Spring Concert I will feature Band 6, 7,and 8 and Late Night Jazz Ensemble. It will be held at the high school on 

May 6, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  Band students are asked to arrive at 6:00 pm. 

 Spring Concert II will feature Orchestra 6, 7, and 8.  The Guitar Ensemble (students from the 8th grade elective 

Introduction to Acoustic Guitar) will also perform. The concert will be held at the middle school on May 13, 2009. It will 

begin at 7:00 pm.  Guitar students are asked to arrive at the middle school by 6:00 pm. Orchestra students are asked to 

check the website for further details. 

 Spring Concert III will feature the choruses (Chorus 6,7,8 and Festival Chorus).  It will be held at the high 

school on May 19th.  The concert will begin at 7:00 pm. Chorus students are asked to arrive at the high school by       

6:15 pm. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

School Calendar Update 

 School will be in session on Tuesday, May  26, 2009, as a snow make-up day. 

 Early Dismissal Drill 

 State education regulations require every school district to hold at least one emergency evacuation and early dis-
missal each year.  The Garden City School District has scheduled its annual test of the “Early Dismissal Plan” for Wednes-
day, April 8, 2009. 

 In order to test the early dismissal response of the District’s Emergency Management Plan, regular bus routes will 
change (15 minutes earlier than normal).  Dismissal at the middle school will be at 3:00 pm.  Buses will depart at 
3:10 pm. 

 Sports Informational Meeting 

 The Middle School sports information meeting for 6th and 7th grade parents will be held on Thursday, April 

23, 2009 at 7:30 pm. This meeting was originally scheduled for May 12, 2009 on the district calendar. 

Student Dress Code 

 As the warm weather approaches, students are reminded to dress appropriately for school..   

 

 

1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner 

that meets health and safety standards and does not 

interfere with the learning process; 

2. Maintain totally covered midriffs and underwear. 

Skirts, shorts and skorts must extend below the fin-

ger tips when arms are extended downward. 

3. Not wear tube tops, net tops, tank tops, halter 

tops, spaghetti string tops, plunging necklines (front 

or back), and see-through garments. Undergar-

ments must not be visible. 

4. Not wear items that: 

a. Might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous; 

b. Denigrate others on account of race, color, relig-

ion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orienta-

tion, or disability; 

 

 

c. Promote or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or 

illegal drugs; 

d. Encourage illegal or violent activities; 

e. Are contrary to the school’s educational mission. 

5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and 

loose sandals are not prohibited, we ask parents to 

exercise their own judgment and discourage their 

children from wearing these items to school. 

6. Not wear hats in the classroom except for a medical 

or religious purposes. 



IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

 Sprachfest  

 Congratulations to the 56 Garden City German students who participated in the twenty-first annual Sprachfest 
at Massapequa High School on Saturday, February 28!  Garden City came out first among a total of eight middle and 
junior high schools with wins in nearly every category. 

 The Sprachfest is a language competition organized and implemented by the Long Island Chapter of the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of German.  Its goal is to highlight the German language and culture in events that include 
cookie and cake baking using German recipes, original gingerbread house creations, posters illustrating a German prov-
erb, T-shirt and program designs, and student-generated publications in the language.  There are vocal and instrumen-
tal performances of German, Austrian, or Swiss composers, as well as spelling, vocabulary, number and geography 
bees, and German-language scrabble.  The German language is also heard in skits, poetry recitation, and in the most 
difficult contests—the Junior and Senior Culture Bowls and Super Deutsch.  There are also non-competitive events 
where students can create crafts, such as Schultüten (large cone-shaped containers filled with candy and small toys) or a 
Sprecheck (speaking corner) where students have an opportunity to converse in German with a native speaker. 

This year approximately 500 middle and high school students from eighteen schools participated in the Sprach-
fest.  Attending were  Accompsett Middle School, Chaminade High School, Commack High School, Commack Middle 
School, Copiage High School, Garden City High School, Garden City Middle School, Hauppauge High School, Haup-
pauge Middle School, Hicksville High School, Hicksville Junior High School, Lindenhurst Middle School, Massaqequa 
High School, Northport High School, Northport Middle School, Smithtown High School, The Waldorf School, and Ward 
Melville High School.  Judges for the various contests included teachers, graduate students, and professors from Long 
Island colleges and universities, and members of the Steuben Society.  Back-up was provided by the many parents who 
volunteered to chaperone and to transport the baked goods, musical instruments, and art work. 

Frau Hecker would like to congratulate all the students who participated!  A special thank you goes to Alex Os-
termann, our on-site photographer.  Many additional thanks to Mrs. Boonshaft for helping with the music, and to Mrs. 
Polke, Mrs. Cunningham, Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Umland, Mrs. Wykowski, and Mrs. Pauley and to all the other parents 
and family members who came to lend their support. 

VOCAL MUSIC, Level 7/8 

1st Place:  Sam Newman and Ian Scott  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, Level 7/8 

1st Place:  James Capanegro, Tom Sullivan, Matt Boon-
shaft, Stefan Hugel, and Nikita Rihal 

POSTER DESIGN, Level 7/8 

1st Place:  Adam Davies 

2nd Place:  Erin Cunningham 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE, Level 7/8 

2nd Place:  Brendan Polke 

3rd Place:  Taylor Will, Erin Cunningham, and Emily 
Donovan 

CULTURE BOWL, 7/8 Grade 

1st Place:  Haley Freese, Stefan Hugel, Henry 
Wykowski, Brendan Polke, Andrew Granville, and 
James Anatra 

SPELLING BEE, 7th Grade 

1st Place:  Hannah Eilbeck 

SPELLING BEE, 8th Grade 

1st Place:  Kevin Patalano 

3rd Place:  Evan Mitchell  

VOCABULARY BEE, Level 7 

1st Place:  Meghan Logan 

2nd Place:  Carney Mahon 

3rd Place:  Kate DeMarco & Erin Cunningham 

 



Sprachfest Winners (continued) 

  

IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

VOCABULARY BEE, Level 8 

1st Place:  Nikita Rihal 

2nd Place:  Gabrielle Fressle 

3rd Place:  Tom Sullivan 

 

SCRABBLE, Level 7/8 

3rd Place:  Aidan Logan, Thomas 
Slattery, Joseph Torres, and Adam 
Davies 

 

NUMBER BEE, 7th Grade 

1st Place:  Danny Simmons 

NUMBER BEE, 8th Grade 

1st Place:  Mike Caravello 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY BEE, 7th Grade 

1st Place:  Kyle Wein 

 

GEOGRAPHY BEE, 8th Grade 

2nd Place:  Sam Newman 

 

POETRY RECITATION, 7th 
Grade 

2nd Place:  Susanne Herbster 

3rd Place:  Taylor Will 

 

POETRY, 8th Grade 

1st Place:  Gabrielle Fressle 

GROUP POETRY, 8th Grade 

1st Place:  Bettina Hughes and 
Katherine Kenny 

 

SKITS, 7th Grade 

1st Place:  Joe Burdi, Dan 
DiSanto, Brian Shulman, and Alex 
Umland 

BAKING 

Rührkuchen 

1st Place:  Brian Defliese 

Linzertorte 

1st Place:  Lindsay Schlichte 

Blitzkuchen 

2nd Place:  Hannah Eilbeck 

Gugelhupf 

2nd Place:  Adam Pauley 

Schwarzwälder 

2nd Place:  Hannah Eilbeck, 
Devon Ialenti, Kate DeMarco, 
and Meghan Logan 

 

 World Language Students Make Reservations in an Authentic Way 

 Seventh grade French students used their cell phones in class to make a reservation in order to reinforce speak-

ing and questioning skills.  One student was the reservation taker; the other was the reservation maker!!! The reserva-

tionist had to greet the prospective customer with the name of the restaurant and then find out the following informa-

tion: number of guests in the party, date and time, special occasion being celebrated, as well as the contact name and 

phone number of the reservation maker.  The rest of the class had to listen for the information being provided and an-

swer follow up questions to test comprehension.  The students did a fantastic job and really enjoyed this exercise.  "Très 

bien fait!" 

 Art Club 

 We would like to thank Ms. Rousku and the art club members who contributed to creating this year’s “High 

School Musical’” play banner and posters. Art Club members have now begun creating illustrations for poems submit-

ted to the Dead Poets’ Club literary magazine. We look forward to working together! 



    IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

 Math Olympiads 

 The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held 
on Tuesday, March 3, 2009.  Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 36 of a possible 50.  

Once again, there were no perfect scores, but six students had four correct: 

Mike Faulisi, Harrison Furey, Justin Samardich, James Searson,  

Ryan Smith and Evan Steyn-Mele 

Listed here are the scores for the students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Evan Nagel – 1st place 

Michaela Fitzpatrick and Timothy Foxen – (tie) 2nd place                                                                                                                

Mike Faulisi and Kieran McGoldrick – (tie) 3rd place 

 

Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 MEET 5 TOTAL 

Evan Nagel Giangrande 4 5 4 1 3 17 

Michaela Fitzpatrick Nardone 4 3 4 1 3 15 

Timothy Foxen Nardone 3 4 3 2 3 15 

Mike Faulisi Hakes 4 2 3 1 4 14 

Kieran McGoldrick Orrego 4 3 4 1 2 14 

Harrison Furey Drogin 3 2 3 1 4 12 

Bridget Bingham Giangrande 3 2 2 2 3 12 

Elizabeth Butler Orrego 2 3 2 2 3 12 

Delaney Hall Hakes 1 5 2 1 3 12 

Timothy Josephs Nardone 0 3 3 3 3 12 

James Searson Giangrande 3 1 3 1 4 12 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

  Shadowed Summer 

By Saundra Mitchell 

Iris is ready for another hot, routine summer in her small Louisiana town, 
hanging around the Red Stripe grocery with her best friend, Collette, and 
traipsing through the cemetery telling each other spooky stories and pretend-
ing to cast spells. Except this summer, Iris doesn’t have to make up a story. 
This summer, one falls right in her lap. 
 
Years ago, before Iris was born, a local boy named Elijah Landry disap-
peared. All that remained of him were whispers and hushed gossip in the 
church pews. Until this summer. A ghost begins to haunt Iris, and she’s cer-
tain it’s the ghost of Elijah. What really happened to him? And why, of all 
people, has he chosen Iris to come back to? 

      

 

  
The True Adventures of Charley Darwin 

By Carolyn Meyer 

Young Charley Darwin hated school—he much preferred to be outside 
studying birds’ eggs, feathers, and insects. And so, at the age of twenty-one, 
he boarded a ship called HMS Beagle and spent five thrilling but dangerous 
years sailing around the world, studying plant and animal life that was be-
yond anything he could have imagined. Here, just in time for Darwin’s 200th 
birthday and the 150th anniversary of the publication of his groundbreaking 
On the Origin of Species, historical novelist Carolyn Meyer tells the story of his 
unconventional adventures. It’s the story of a restless childhood, unrequited 
teenage love, and a passion for studying nature that was so great, Darwin 
would sacrifice everything to pursue it. 

      

 

  
The White Gates 

By Bonnie Ramthun 

When Torin Sinclair’s mom gets a job as the town doctor in Snow Park, Colo-
rado, Tor can’t wait to learn to snowboard. But on Tor’s first night there, a 
member of the high school snowboarding team dies. “It’s the curse,” every-
one whispers. Tor’s new friends Drake and Raine explain that there’s an old 
Native American curse on the doctors of the town. Snow Park can never get a 
doctor to stay. Tor and his friends must piece together a mystery involving 
an old mine, a Ute curse, the entire snowboarding team—who just might be 
blood doping in order to win competitions— and an attempt to save the wild 
river otters of Colorado. But to complete the puzzle, will Tor have to ride the 
deadly White Gates? And how will he survive the avalanche that follows? 

      


